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§661.43

§661.43 Can other sources of funds be
used to finance a queued project in
advance of receipt of IRRBP funds?

Yes. A Tribe can use other sources of
funds, including IRR Program con-
struction funds, on a project that has
been approved for funding and placed
on the queue and then be reimbursed
when IRRBP funds become available. If
IRR Program construction funds are
used for this purpose, the funds must
be identified on an FHWA approved
IRR TIP prior to their expenditure.

§661.45 What happens when IRRBP
funds cannot be obligated by the
end of the fiscal year?

IRRBP funds provided to a project
that cannot be obligated by the end of
the fiscal year are to be returned to
FHWA during August redistribution.
The returned funds will be re-allocated
to the BIA the following fiscal year
after receipt and acceptance at FHWA
from BIA of a formal request for the
funds, which includes a justification
for the amounts requested and the rea-
son for the failure of the prior year ob-
ligation.

§661.47 Can bridge maintenance be
performed with IRRBP funds?

No. Bridge maintenance repairs, e.g.,
guard rail repair, deck repairs, repair
of traffic control devices, striping,
cleaning scuppers, deck sweeping, snow
and debris removal, etc., are not eligi-
ble uses of IRRBP funding. The Depart-
ment of the Interior annual allocation
for maintenance and IRR Program con-
struction funds are eligible funding
sources for bridge maintenance.

§661.49 Can IRRBP funds be spent on
Interstate, State Highway, and Toll
Road IRR bridges?

Yes. Interstate, State Highway, and
Toll Road IRR bridges are eligible for
funding as described in §661.37(b).

§661.51 Can IRRBP funds be used for
the approach roadway to a bridge?

(a) Yes, costs associated with ap-
proach roadway work, as defined in
§661.5 are eligible.

(b) Long approach fills, causeways,
connecting roadways, interchanges,
ramps, and other extensive earth struc-
tures, when constructed beyond an at-
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tainable touchdown point, are not eli-
gible uses of IRRBP funds.

§661.53 What standards should be
used for bridge design?

(a) Replacement—A  replacement
structure must meet the current geo-
metric, construction and structural
standards required for the types and
volumes of projected traffic on the fa-
cility over its design life consistent
with 256 CFR part 170, Subpart D, Ap-
pendix B and 23 CFR part 625.

(b) Rehabilitation—Bridges to be re-
habilitated, as a minimum, should con-
form to the standards of 23 CFR part
625, Design Standards for Federal-aid
Highways, for the class of highway on
which the bridge is a part.

§661.55 How are BIA and Tribal
owned IRR bridges inspected?

BIA and Tribally owned IRR bridges
are inspected in accordance with 25
CFR part 170.504-170.507.

§661.57 How is a list of deficient
bridges to be generated?

(a) In consultation with the BIA, a
list of deficient BIA IRR bridges will be
developed each fiscal year by the
FHWA based on the annual April up-
date of the NBI. The NBI is based on
data from the inspection of all bridges.
Likewise, a list of non-BIA IRR bridges
will be obtained from the NBI. These
lists would form the basis for identi-
fying bridges that would be considered
potentially eligible for participation in
the IRRBP. Two separate master
bridge lists (one each for BIA and non-
BIA IRR bridges) will be developed and
will include, at a minimum, the fol-
lowing:

(1) Sufficiency rating (SR);

(2) Status (structurally deficient or
functionally obsolete);

(3) Average daily traffic (NBI item
29);

(4) Detour length (NBI item 19); and

(5) Truck average daily traffic (NBI
item 109).

(b) These lists would be provided by
the FHWA to the BIADOT for publica-
tion and notification of affected BIA
regional offices, Indian Tribal govern-
ments (ITGs), and State and local gov-
ernments.
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(c) BIA regional offices, in consulta-
tion with ITGs, are encouraged to
prioritize the design for bridges that
are structurally deficient over bridges
that are simply functionally obsolete,
since the former is more critical struc-
turally than the latter. Bridges that
have higher average daily traffic (ADT)
should be considered before those that
have lower ADT. Detour length should
also be a factor in selection and sub-
mittal of bridges, with those having a
higher detour length being of greater
concern. Lastly, bridges with higher
truck ADT should take precedence over
those which have lower truck ADT.
Other items of note should be whether
school buses use the bridge and the
types of trucks that may cross the
bridge and the loads imposed.

§661.59 What should be done with a
deficient BIA owned IRR bridge if
the Indian Tribe does not support
the project?

The BIA should notify the Tribe and
encourage the Tribe to develop and
submit an application package to
FHWA for the rehabilitation or re-
placement of the bridge. For safety of
the motoring public, if the Tribe de-
cides not to pursue the bridge project,
the BIA shall work with the Tribe to
either reduce the bridge’s load rating
or close the bridge, and remove it from
the IRR inventory in accordance with
25 CFR part 170 (170.813).
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§668.101 Purpose.

To establish policy and provide pro-
gram guidance for the administration
of emergency funds for the repair or re-
construction of Federal-aid highways,
which are found to have suffered seri-
ous damage by natural diasters over a
wide area or serious damage from cata-
strophic failures. Guidance for applica-
tion by Federal agencies for recon-
struction of Federal roads that are not
part of the Federal-aid highways is
contained in 23 CFR part 668, subpart
B.

[62 FR 21948, June 10, 1987, as amended at 61
FR 67212, Dec. 20, 1996]

§668.103 Definitions.

In addition to others contained in 23
U.S.C. 101(a), the following definitions
shall apply as used in this regulation:

Applicant. The State highway agency
is the applicant for Federal assistance
under 23 U.S.C. 125 for State highways
and local roads and streets which are a
part of the Federal-aid highways.

Betterments. Added protective fea-
tures, such as rebuilding of roadways
at a higher elevation or the length-
ening of bridges, or changes which
modify the function or character of a
highway facility from what existed
prior to the disaster or catastrophic
failure, such as additional lanes or
added access control.

Catastrophic failure. The sudden fail-
ure of a major element or segment of
the highway system due to an external
cause. The failure must not be pri-
marily attributable to gradual and pro-
gressive deterioration or lack of proper
maintenance. The closure of a facility

363



		Superintendent of Documents
	2014-06-27T05:18:38-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




